
Much Ado About Nothing 

Little Words, Big Ideas - Themes, Motifs & Symbols

Themes

(Themes are the fundamental and often universal ideas explored in a literary work.)

Marriage

Marriage is the center of the Much Ado About Nothing. From the first scene in the first act, Claudio sets eyes on Hero and intends
to marry her. The plot thickens as there’s scheming to marry...

Lies and Deceit

Though deception is ever-present in Much Ado About Nothing, the characters never expect it. Deception appears as the tool of
villains to spread chaos and unhappiness. However, it’s also a dev...

Language and Communication

In a play involving so many mischievous schemes, language is an important tool. Characters’ feelings and intentions are obscured as
often as they are illuminated by their language. Miscommunication constitutes a major theme…..

Love

Love in Much Ado About Nothing is a complicated topic. None of the characters explicitly seeks love. Love is always second to
something else in this play. Love might be the 

……………………………

Deception

As the title suggests, there is a lot of fuss over very little in the play – after all, if Claudio wasn’t so impetuous, Don John’s rather
weak plan wouldn’t have worked at all! What makes the plot so intricate is the use of deception throughout.

The most obvious example is  when Don John falsely slanders  Hero  for  his own mischief,  which is  countered  by the Friar’s
deception of pretending Hero is dead. The manipulation of Hero from both sides renders her a passive character throughout the play
– she does ……………………….

The Ideal of Social Grace

The  characters’  dense,  colorful  manner  of  speaking  represents  the  ideal  that  Renaissance  courtiers  strove  for  in  their  social
interactions. The play’s language is heavily laden with metaphor and ornamented by rhetoric. Benedick, Claudio, and Don Pedro all
produce the kind of witty banter that courtiers used to attract attention and approval in noble households. Courtiers were expected to
speak in highly contrived language but to make their clever performances seem effortless. The most famous model for this kind of
behavior is Baldassare Castiglione’s ………………………….

Deception as a Means to an End

The plot  of Much Ado About Nothing is  based upon deliberate deceptions,  some malevolent and others benign.  The duping of
Claudio  and  Don  Pedro  results  in  Hero’s  disgrace,  while  the  ruse  of  her  death  prepares  the  way  for  her  redemption  and
reconciliation with Claudio. In a more lighthearted vein, Beatrice and Benedick are fooled into thinking that each loves the other,
and they actually do fall …………………………………………..
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The Importance of Honor

The aborted wedding ceremony, in which Claudio rejects Hero, accusing her of infidelity and violated chastity and publicly shaming
her in front of her father, ………………………………………………..

Motifs

(Motifs are recurring structures, contrasts, and ………………………………...)

Public Shaming

Even though Hero is ultimately vindicated, her public shaming at the wedding ceremony is too terrible to be ignored. In a sense, this

kind of humiliation incurs more damage to her honor and her family name than would an act of unchaste behavior—an 

transgression she never commits. The language that both Claudio and Leonato use to shame Hero is extremely strong. To Claudio 

she is a “rotten orange” (IV.i.30), and to Leonato a rotting carcass that ………………………..

…………………..

Entertainment

From the witty yet plaintive song that Balthasar sings about the deceitfulness of men to the masked ball and the music and dancing
at the end of the play, the characters of Much Ado About Nothing spend much of their time engaging in elaborate spectacles and
entertainments.  The play’s  title encapsulates  the sentiment of effervescent  and light court entertainment: the two hours’ traffic
onstage will be entertaining, comic, and absorbing. The characters who merrily spar ……………………….

Counterfeiting

The idea of counterfeiting, in the sense of presenting a false face to the world, appears frequently throughout the play. A particularly
rich and complex example of counterfeiting occurs as Leonato, Claudio, and Don Pedro pretend that Beatrice is head over heels in
love with Benedick so that the eavesdropping ……………………….

She’s but the sign and semblance of her honour.
Behold how like a maid she blushes here! 
O, what authority and show of truth
Can cunning sin cover itself withal!
           (IV.i.31–34)
Hero’s supposed counterfeiting is of a grave nature,  as it threatens her womanly reputation.  It is not her
emotions that are being misconstrued, as with Beatrice, but ……………………………………. into seeming
death by renouncing her, “Hence from her, let her die” (IV.i.153). When Friar Francis, Hero, and Beatrice
convince Leonato of his  daughter’s innocence,  they maintain that she really has died,  in order to punish
Claudio and give Hero a respectable amount of time to regain her honor, which, although not lost, has been
publicly savaged. Claudio performs all the actions of mourning Hero, paying a choir to sing a dirge at her
tomb. In a symbolic sense, Hero has died, since, although she is pure, Claudio’s damning accusation has
permanently  besmirched  her  name.  She  must  symbolically  die  and  be  reborn  pure  again  in  order
…………………….
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